REFUGEE ACTION YORK (RAY) VOLUNTEER ROLE DESCRIPTION

VOLUNTEER ROLE – EVENTS AND FUNDRAISING
Overview:

RAY’s vision is for all refugees, asylum seekers and migrants to be welcomed and fully accepted into local and regional communities, where they can feel safe and empowered to rebuild their lives.

Part of our Mission is to improve the integration and reduce isolation of refugees, asylum seekers and migrants through the development of a network of volunteers – this is where you come in!
We support at least 20 different ethnicities through a number of services:

· The Hub – a monthly drop-in for families with language classes, educational and social activities, talks from local service providers and a shared meal

· Coffee Morning – to reduce isolation and provide English conversation support

· Information and Support – signposting and supporting access to benefits advisors, employment/careers advice, housing and mental health services

· Youth and Sports Clubs – social activities for young people between 11 and 17 years old

· Individual Support – one to one support befriending, English conversation, homework help, youth mentoring

· Hotel Project – weekly drop-in sessions for English conversation, practical support, and wellness activities for asylum seekers living at a local hotel
Events and Fundraising Volunteer
We are looking to build a team of volunteers to support RAY at community events in and around the city to raise awareness about the work we do.  
Key Responsibilities:
· Help to organise and attend local events to raise money for RAY and awareness about the work we do.
· Assist with merchandising of RAY products e.g. Christmas cards, calendars, postcards.
Range of Roles Needed:
· To attend events (organised by RAY or others) as a RAY representative, to give out leaflets or chat with individuals about RAY’s work, or just be present to show RAY’s support.

· To give a pre-written talk/presentation about RAY to a small group (e.g. church group, WI, etc) with no requirement to answer questions other than specifically about RAY’s work (nothing political or about the general situation of refugees).
· To give a more formal presentation to a larger group (e.g. a University Ball fundraiser or an event during Refugee Week).

· To assist in preparing funding applications to local Trusts or other potential funders.

· To help organise and/or attend local fundraising events (e.g. cake sales, auctions, craft fairs, quiz nights, York 10k, etc).

Skills Required:

· Varied, according to the role. For some roles, no specific skills or experience are required at all, just willingness to help and passionate about the aims of the project.
Time Commitment:

· Variable, but ideally you could commit to support at least three events per year
· You would be expected to attend termly Volunteer Meetings whenever possible
Support:
You would be responsible to the Volunteer Coordinator 
Benefits to Volunteers:

· Understanding different cultures

· New experience

· Build confidence

· Make a difference

· Improve career opportunities and employability
If you would like to be considered for the Events and Fundraising Team, you will be asked to complete a volunteer application form and give the names of two referees.  These references will be taken up.  You will be asked to attend an Introduction to RAY session where you will learn about the work we do, your responsibilities as a volunteer and RAY’s responsibilities to its volunteers. You will have the opportunity to speak with a Volunteer Coordinator about the role in which you would like to volunteer with RAY.
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